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Life Magazine was the first American photographic
hews magazine, it was immensely popular, selling
over 13 million copies a week.

It gave a big part of its 4 July 1949 issue over to an article
on George Orwell's new book ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four'.

The article was illustrated with cartoons by Abner Dean,

a well known contributor to the New Yorker magazine.

Life’s right-wing editors characterized the book as anti-
socialist, (which Orwell denied) and described him as
“devoting all his talents to warning the world of the fate
that awaits it if it confuses liberalism with regimentation”.
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ture. For o nigwe they fsd jovasima] sanrisay in o ram Wineoon b oo avet
the stere ol a prols cheplesper. Jula s poel of ssuggling lerbidden. pleasiiess
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THE LANGUAGE IS CALLED “NEWSPEAK™

Mewspeak i the official lanpuage oFf (lceapia an FHEE, 10 6 g Rind of
starestn vertal shorhand, -d-l-lugll I a0 #nalde hamim Bamiiigs 1w fasis-
wiunscaie with the minsmam possilile number of words, As Orwedl e
platess i, “Amy word eowld be pegatioed by adding the sfe ue., or
ol bo sirengtlhiensl by the aliy plve, s, Tor slill presior smphasis,
-l'frhll'l]'ﬂ'll!-. Thiis. fur EL'.H.LPIE. wnerald meaiil wams, Illl.lll'_rn'-lntﬁl'
amaf heldrpwlaaneld meand, respectieedy, vy enld” anal '-||||_|-|l.r'|.l|ivr\-
Iy enld.” Gives the werd good, there v no peed for swch o wond =
Esif, #imsen thay nevpuines] meaning was betler e prossad by sagond,” The
uleimate aim of Mewapeak was (o redics the vecilnliry witil it soakl
b npassible 15 thank = livretiial thoughti —thero wyuld b just s
words for disBiking lmgsos,
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Wineteen Elghiyar

Crimethink—in think anvibing ned approved by Engsoc.

Faceerime = lnoking as il you are thisking srong.

Gl think—to think = striet |||pu'\-|.' dualectis

Duekspeak—in ubier Pariy beliels with soch sutomsaiic, om
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EVERYBODY CONFORMS OR ELSE

Neai resvdtern af Ninedeen Eightyafowr ol fud ihal the Sing wliok
chills rhem et G the reerifde argeacy wadler wibdnk Levanim’s Slisma
awdl, Mg Frother Jwermite nn devimlins, mid eovn e [Fnlvdes s
ok, thar man deserves 4 botier faie han fngeor, s Deneld deserilies ir;

& Party member Hves [rom Lirth to deih wrder the sve of the
Thwrught Podice. Even whia be s alone e can pever e suse that be
is glone, Whenever his may be, asleep or auale, in his Baily o in e,
hie cam be inapected without warnisg and withowt kesewing he bs Leing
inspecled, His fricndshge, his lefavior sosand his wifo amd ohiliren
thee words he muners in sleep, are ol jealonsly seraiinlzed. Any steen
Iricity, hvwever smmall, sny chamgy ul hahils, 4oy nerveus manmersm
thaat eotibdl poasilely be thie aymptom of an inner strigales, is comaii b
I deiertnl. Wo has ao fisslom of choier in amy lirwctinn whabeiern.

A Farty membser i cxgectod o have po gervaio emotions aml no res.
wibes Tivsin eed b s III' = r\-u||]l--n] ikl bk i o iess TRenEy oo

strod nf feereign enemies aml internal drwiloes, of trivmph aver v
ries. aml of sellalusmment before the pracr sod wisdom of the Party
Thr dasruntrmis prastaced by his bare, upsaisfying lsfr are delilicrate-
Iy turned outrwand aml dissipatal by such deviess as the Teo Minwaies
I"rulr. arel the "'].H'\'I'Illﬂll:-ﬂl whick inlghl jossildy hiduer a I-|.lr|||li|||:| s
rebdlione agisiude are Killed im sdvamen |||'| his rarly q'rq1||m15 Enner diis.
ciplens. The first wod simplest sigge in e dioeiplioe s coflal, o Xew-
sperak . rrimesag. Uramrstop mrans the Bouliv of sinpiping shari, ma
1 ||.|,|L |'r'r aniskinesl; &l (b huresliohl of ams ||uu:rl-|ul 1 -n.gFll. It b=
chadios Tha pasar of sed grasping analegins, ol filing o porovive log-
il erreas, of misumberstimling the somvpdest arguments if they are
intmizal to Iegioc. Urimcstop, b= shorl, inoans proboclive stapidicy.
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THE “SPCAKWRITE" is ane of Dreanis's barcer mvsatians, In los
gffies colas le, wheir e laleirs @ donging histery. Wineloe Smth meme-
Iy ks an talk dpse the spewliernise, whaok turme his werds inno writisg.

HOW THE PARTY ALTERS HISTORY

Sence Ingeoc demands bind' and fotal ebedience, it must sliayi soom
o be imfaltebly mghr—=ife Panty cen sever adeel @ melawle. Therefon
the big job of the Hr'ni-l'-:rﬂ_."'firnﬂl.n'luiri Winatom bl before e
i \ B fe giter the recomls of Rigory do esuform el the Aenest
Pty fine. The fescinaring procest By wldeh ahis b dioae B described by
Narefisd Crwrll éx the faliowing sorne, where @ mrmTge A0 ﬂ'mwﬂ
aviver g Wiaston's office dealy

Wimsion unrolfled the messsge. It mn:

[T e W L Fejrling bl elaypifder ||||uh|r_|'ﬂul||n|ulnt reta ungpor-
momia rewridn Tullwise upsub anicfiling,

In Oldspesk {or stamdard English] this might be resderal:

The reparting ol Fﬁ.!_ Bisest bt *s Oherdir e the L|'l!.' in the Timies of Des
gembser Jod 1963 i extremely unsatisfactory and makes reflerence to
nonentstent persons. Bewrite it in full and submic year dealt w higher
autharity beforn r||ir|';.

Big Broser's. Order for the Doy, it seemed, had beem chidly desoned
in 'FI'II.I'H‘ the work ol an nrpansalien Kawrwen as FFUEL, wiich P
plied clgarets and oiker comdorts ba ssilars in the Flosting Fortresss.
A eortain Comrsde Withers, & preminest member of the laner Party,
bad boon singlod nud fior wal mention and wwarded 8 decoration,
the Order of Consplruous Meni, Seeond Class

Thres magths bter FFOG hiad suddenky been dissobved with no reas
paes prven., One could assume thas Withers and his assoriaies were mow
m degreee. The wozids "l anpstamd dnalicated that Withers was
alroady doad, He did niat exisi; be had nover ewisied, Winston decids
ad that i weuld not be enough simply 10 reverse the tendency of DT
Beother's sproch. What was nen ik i paeee of pure rlrllll]'. Sud-
denly thers ng into his mind the image of & centain Comrade Ogilvy,
'-I-m:.;m]: rn.m;ndml in Bl Tt ws drue that there was ne -uﬁ per-
mn as {ompds H.;il'l]-,hl 3 fow |in|llnl'|mml and a n-up:lﬂrnl'El.Lrlf
photographs woald soon bring him inso exlstence,

Winston '|]'|uu..||l. [et & momend, then ||u||n|. thar lpr.lLlIl.'in Avwanl
i mndl began deetating a new Dirder for the Day.

Al the age ol 3 Cismrade ﬂﬂ'«'r Thal refusml =l By wxeepl adrum,
mabmackine gun, sed a meslel helicogare. At 1 be had deasumeed bin
wiiche 1o the Thought Police alter overhiraring 4 comversation which
appeared o bim ts have crimdnal tendenches. A2 17 he had bocn o dis-
Wil“ of 1he Anti-Sex. Lesgue, A1 23 e had perishel in action,

b =nemy pet plenes whide Aylng over the lndian Desan wirh
i rianl anﬂﬂr!"ll\,. e bl weighied his l‘md:| willk his machine pen
:.E“I.ulqt int doep water, despabchea pnd all—om end, waid Rig Hroth.
er, which it was mmgoanible joos e withoud feclings of envy.
Brotbser addesd & few remarks on the purisy amd singlemindsdnes o
Comrads Ogilvy's life, He was a botall shetaimer and a nonsmnker, kad
o0 recreations exsept & daily bear in the pymmasium, and had mken a
vow ol niﬂw.]'lrhd’m Iy 1= oof canversati racrpl ther prini-
and na wim in life excope the defeat of the Eurasian ene
my anf 1B "ﬂ.lnlinii]-ﬂ'l’" wl WpER, nal s i, I.'|'|||u.nlll.-:ri.rnin.u'h. aml
trastars generally.
Cosmrade (givy, who had never exianad in the presest, sow eadsied
in the past, s onoe the fergery was forgetien bhe womld cxis) et as
authentizally, and upon the see evideses, as Charleamagne ar Cacsar,
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Goodbye itch! Goodbye flea !
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Be glves s much, anid ssks po i, Ie's & prsl fdes o check up
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rmuirk-arting Fargeant's Dasg Care Prodicls slusps on 1 t& Telp
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INGSOG CATCHES THEM YOUNG

tn Oevanin even the childvn are o Find s Thonghs Pollor; e Parby
ufihen den yosmg. gvis Lo b jodm e Clypees wnd faderindes them
nitk Bamers, nfe aals aad the yellleg .:l" P TR 1 they i w8
By Reother's mnad franfic cogor. Tinsn froys ofeul e Spive s
o evmpvrsraen. pdif ke sbniiend gogusisivses Porowe. who Sar oeed

Frre B

"AMaachiryous Bitle beggars ey ame,” |says Parsans] Thot talk
et Leenness! All ihey ihink aboon is 1he Eples ||.:|"L|. ko whai
that ligile girl of sine did last Satwnday, when her troop was on a hike
wiiip Tk hamigsbead way ! S gl e nilsen Eil It g wills ber, '||I|l|.-lld
ol froom (e hike, aml spent the whole aliersesn following a sirangs
man, They Lept om Bis tail for neo hours, right tbrough the woods, anid
thrm, when they pod ingn Amreshani, hassded hims cver o ihe padi ule™

" et did they do thar Toe? aakd Winsien, somewhat mken ahack
Farsnns winl on iriumphanihe

Lisal sl wtietny u_"'ll'.-—llll.!.;ll: hanee
She spatied he was wmaring

:I.I. kil inade s
lieemy ||I'I-|I|I||| by parm 2, fiir s

 (ranny Rl o pdsers — sanl she'd meves seen amvome wearlng shoes ke
that hefnrr, 5o the chances were he was g Toreigner, Pregiy smart {of
u ilppee ol seven, ch¥

“"What happenad ta the man™™ =gid Winston

"I wasiihila'1 b alisggealier surpirissll il Parssis meks e modion
of aimang & ndle, amad odicked bis fongue Ffor the explosion
il | ever & wil, whll Baiy,"™ [Pa it the tine
when thoss teo napgerrs of mine set five b0 the skd merkes woman's shin
leeciiise "|"':- sigw hier Blappling o sdusagss i 4 podler off LI F Eneaked
up lerhsrd her amd sed Bre o i@ wich a ox of madches. therned ber quite
ladly, T hediese e heggars, vh? But been as musiard? Thad's a first-
rabe Arsaning Ehey give them m the Sqos peewailays—betler than in
mw day, even, What d'you think the laest thing thev've servad them
opl with? bar trumgets [or Bsteping through ey holes! OF conerse il's
only a toy, mind you. Soll, gives “em. the right beas, eh?™

Bt rl_l" o Py’ Lolany I|"|.|'-- in his hww fade beests, fle e
ervifing sl iy Oreanin, mde in tmgedy, dfte Wisgon is il by
the Thaught Paliee, wibe should be Aoulnd inm b ool dor Peenad s
amnaarnl Fiodan ecbs, Wit ae vem in ™ This cenrereslion

_|'"|'|"|1|1.

I-|'||l'|||.'||!| riee! . mahl Parsoos, alinost balder g It Iu';."1l-
crime = & dreadful ehing, nlil man, [ ensidion=. |4 can get hold of yes
wihowl yeur even kaiwing il Iha i kigrw beow al g hokd of me?
In my sleep? Yes, that's a fact, Thee | was, working asay, trying be

i iy Bt — wievet kiew [ sl any b soall ooy mi Lind them
1 siartss] lalkimg im my sleep, Do you ks whal hey | P s yimg’
v wibthe Big Nrathier? Yea, 1aaid dhaar! Sald b over and sver sgain,
il seprrme,

"Whe desenneed you¥" sabl Winsnen.

=14 was my lietle danghter,™ said Farsoms with a soer of doleful pride.
“Bhe listesel 6l the kel Heard what | was sy iHg. il ||||||.l1‘l] wl]
1 ihe patreds fhe wvery neald day, Preily smasi Toe a nipper of 7, sh?
I don't bear ber any grodge for #. In fst I'm T vl ol ber, [ sheowm
I brought ber up in Use righl sjuis, ampway,
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JUNIGR “ SPIEE," wighi from the epnfle po b Fall ol bare for g
Braiber and hain for barevics, tredl g market woman whom ey sopen
ol devistisaism, For whad happers o the peor seman, s el slove,




THE SECRET OF DOUBLETHINK

The mnd important weral I Newsgpead i dbuidleilblel, mosadag o
guerr okl proces sohick mskre Bhe Il.ru.r _|1.I'.|.|.|'||lq|.l|||_|' pﬂu'l'l[r. (1S
ey dwrridea o in el anls

Deublethink means the power of holding two contradictory befiels
I wine® il 'l-l:ll:llllLl.l'I'IIIJlr_]-. il ArCTPEELLE lwsihs asl theeim. The P‘urlr
ielell e imal knives im which direction hss memores musi be aBersl;
b therciore knmss that he = plaging iricks wilb mealiyg Bt by the
ixeie i ol desalderhink he alsg satifes higeell that rd'l.|il:|l b ol v
lsmd. Thoublethank liew m ghe vty Beeart of Digeor, for the seciel ol
rulership is po combine o beliel in one™s vwm ledallibilicy with e power
1z learm fromm quisi sislsbes, The Pariy rejects and vilifies svery greci-
|.|lr [ # liech e Seaclalist fmseinra -|u:i;in.l].|:r whonl, and 61 el b
o i in hie pamss o f Sorer inbiam, Illprﬂu-rh-ﬂ a camilvngdA for the working
2 o -hr:dhjl.lrd For crmtiries, ainl It dirsers s messlers b oo anlleom
which wns at s tame pronlisr in masmal workers and was adopared
[or ibat reason. These comirmlicidons are noi acchdemial; ihey are dies
lilbralr ryercmes in doubdethink. For @ & wanly iy revoneiliog: conlirs-
dictiana that pireer cam be retainsd indefimiely.

THE BOOT ON THE HUMAN FACE

T orrdlde vy af Nloereen Eqgliny-Four tofe pleee da the Al
pairy of Laww, ahers Winaden Smifh i finally bmlon il aoogpiing
e barade phifosopdy of Degsor, e bl written i hie afiary, " Frodem
ir L frovelan da uyy thel bww ples faw mule feur® N be fums
e M fartwre dolde Mo P gl oo e whaloper Uee Pardy says-
fhﬂ'l',_,‘l.‘:' [ Infnllﬁ'l"' of wlf. There cun be 8o reuis (s |!l||r.u.l|.- u.d_1 i
frines, Yor qmn dhere by amy |'|a||1|n.i.w.. wr binderm, ar ﬁqmi.'_v T
ol poul of o dtadllerdmiis d posees —alees, noled and Drotel penrr,
Now thyt [Fipenm iy feben, R formewise fofks 2 dim frankly, io
oo thad ssmmearnize the ond shages o the detulibenian sy

"Fower s in nflicting pein snd hum@iatkn, Poser b o feariisg e
man mmimls b pivoss amd puiding (hem legether again in pew shages
of yowr own choosing. Do you begin mn see, then, whan kind of world
we mre crraling? 10 i thee exact wgpasibe ol 1he lll|||1:i|| hepidoini=tic 1lpoe
plans 1hsan ihe ol reformers imagined, The okl civilivations clalmed that
thiry were Frnimslosd aan Jovw i Juslier, Murs i Ganded wjmm hatrel Im
pur wurhd Bhode will b moe emiokions sxoepl Tear, fagr, I:'rprn'h. el sl -
plascmernl, Everyihing che we shall desivoy —evervthing. To the fu-
parre Bliere willl e o wives ail fes Driends, {2ibleen will b 1aben from
ihecle mmoihers wi b, as one dales s from o ben. There willl e s
h|§l|ll. e |.u1 shiy tinwanl the |"u|'r||- 1here willl b mes koo, rerepl
e fove of Blig Revsher, There will be pe Eaughter, except the kugh of
I.Ilﬂjil-u'.fl & deleanil EllrEy. Thiere will be nao &1, 6o ||lr:l|m. nik
srienne, There will T no raricsiiy, so enjoymest of the geoeess of lifs,
hﬂ als ] there wall be the intosscatinn ol [srnE, |.'\-||r|lL|||.'||:| [ T
in.f anil ossianily growing saubither. Ahawwn, ab every moment, here

I b the thrill of wiclery, the srmsatien ol rampling on a= enemy
who s |1|-|||]|u w wir wanl @ parbnre ol dha Teiure, magine o bl
Mamiping on & humis (Geelorever”

TOATURE TABLE on which Winsien is plaeed by Thowghn Palice in
b Blimastry of Rovwe is o rackBhe invenpen which sdeyinien any e
I-||ll|-I1'|l|'||' of pain, wiihsut killing or maiming, ot mere ok of o illal.

Gef saothmq rehef from pain

You may moc realize it right away,

but when you're sunburned you're hurmed,

Yiou noed & real barw remedy. Many doceors and
marses—nnd millions of users—

Unguenring, because It works Mivee ivay

ﬂmm,&-um

B Fighis pessible ialeion,
B Promates beoling of skin Hisve.

- HOTES Tinpuenibae i sstbopib s well ap sneuhing,
Thai's why = coows in handy for many mthar
mrnmer  din juries” —soreoche, wrapesy, souaify
o] shin icrimeine Ar sl dreg oo, io b
i e Gaf gt dad'ay,
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Review from New York Times
12 June 1949

James Joyce, in the person of Stephen Dedalus,
made a now famous distinction between static
and kinetic art. Great art is static in its effects;
it exists in itself, it demands nothing beyond it-
self. Kinetic art exists in order to demand; not
self-contained, it requires either loathing or desire
to achieve its function. The quarrel about the
fourth book of '"Gulliver's Travels'' that continues
to bubble among scholars — was Swift's loathing
of men so great, so hot, so far beyond the
bounds of all propriety and objectivity that in this
book he may make us loathe them and indu-
bitably makes us loathe his imagination? - is re-
ally a quarrel founded on this distinction. It has
always seemed to the present writer that the
fourth book of '"Gulliver's Travels'' is a great work
of static art; no less, it would seem to him that
George Orwell's new novel, Nineteen Eighty-Four, is
a great work of kinetic art. This may mean that its
greatness is only immediate, its power for us
alone, now, in this generation, this decade, this
year, that it is doomed to be the pawn of time.
Nevertheless it is probable that no other work of
this generation has made us desire freedom more
earnestly or loathe tyranny with such fullness.
""Nineteen Eighty-four'' appears at first glance to
fall into that long-established tradition of satirical
fiction, set either in future times or in imagined
places or both, that contains works so diverse as
""Gulliver's Travels'' itself, Butler's '"Erewhon,"’
and Huxley's '"Brave New World."" Yet before one
has finished reading the nearly bemused first
page, it is evident that this is fiction of another
order, and presently one makes the distinctly un-
pleasant discovery that it is not to be satire at all.
In the excesses of satire one may take a certain
comfort. They provide a distance from the human
condition as we meet it in our daily life that pre-
serves our habitual refuge in sloth or blindness or
self-righteousness. Mr. Orwell's earlier book, Ani-
mal Farm, is such a work. Its characters are ani-
mals, and its content is therefore fabulous, and
its horror, shading into comedy, remains in the
generalized realm of intellect, from which our feel-
ings need fear no onslaught. But '"'Nineteen
Eighty-four'' is a work of pure horror, and its hor-
ror is crushingly immediate.
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The motives that seem to have caused the differ-
ence between these two novels provide an in-
structive lesson in the operations of the literary
imagination. '"'Animal Farm'' was, for all its inge-
nuity, a rather mechanical allegory; it was an ex-
pression of Mr. Orwell's moral and intellectual
indignation before the concept of totalitarianism
as localized in Russia. It was also bare and
somewhat cold and, without being really very
funny, undid its potential gravity and the very real
gravity of its subject, through its comic devices.
""Nineteen Eighty-four'' is likewise an expression
of Mr. Orwell's moral and intellectual indignation
before the concept of totalitarianism, but it is not
only that.

It is also - and this is no doubt the hurdle over
which many loyal liberals will stumble - it is also
an expression of Mr. Orwell's irritation at many
facets of British socialism, and most particularly,
trivial as this may seem, at the drab gray pall that
life in Britain today has drawn across the civilized
amenities of life before the war.

In 1984, the world has been divided into three
great super-states - Eastasia, Eurasia, and Ocea-
nia. Eurasia followed upon ''the absorption of Eu-
rope by Russia,'' and Oceania, ''of the British
Empire by the United States."'

England is known as Airstrip One, and London is
its capital. The English language is being trans-
formed into something called Newspeak, a devas-
tating bureaucratic jargon whose aim is to reduce
the vocabulary to the minimum number of words
so that ultimately there will be no tools for think-
ing outside the concepts provided by the state.
Oceania is controlled by the Inner Party. The Party
itself comprises 25 per cent of the population,
and only the select members of the Inner Party do
not live in total slavery. The bulk of the population
is composed of the "'proles,'' a depraved mass
encouraged in a gross, inexpensive debauchery.
For Party members, sexual love, like all love, is a
crime, and female chastity has been institutional-
ized in the Anti-Sex League.

Party members cannot escape official opinion or
official observation, for every room is equipped
with a telescreen that cannot be shut off; it not
only broadcasts at all hours, but it also registers
precisely with the Thought Police every image and



Review from The Guardian
10 June 1949

voice; it also controls all the activities that keep
the private life public, such as morning callisthen-
ics beside one's bed. It is the perpetually open
eye and mouth. The dictator, who may or may not
be alive but whose poster picture looks down from
almost every open space, is known as B. B., or
Big Brother, and the political form is called Ingsoc,
the Newspeak equivalent of English socialism.
One cannot briefly outline the whole of Mr. Or-
well's enormously careful and complete account
of life in the super-state, nor do more than indi-
cate its originality. He would seem to have
thought of everything, and with vast skill he has
woven everything into the life of one man, a minor
Party member, one of perhaps hundreds of others
who are in charge of the alteration of documents
necessary to the preservation of the "'truth'' of
the moment.

Through this life we are instructed in the intricate
workings of what is called ''thoughtcrime'' (here
Mr. Orwell would seem to have learned from
Koestler's "'Darkness at Noon''), but through this
life we are likewise instructed in more public mat-
ters such as the devious economic structure of
Oceania, and the nature and necessity of perma-
nent war as two of the great super-states ally
themselves against a third in an ever-shifting and
ever-denied pattern of change. But most impor-
tant, we are ourselves swept into the meaning and
the means of a society which has as its single
aim the total destruction of the individual identity.
To say more is to tell the personal history of Win-
ston Smith in what is probably his thirty-ninth
year, and one is not disposed to rob the reader of
a fresh experience of the terrific, long crescendo
and the quick decrescendo that George Orwell
has made of this struggle for survival and the
final extinction of a personality. It is in the inti-
mate history, of course, that he reveals his
stature as a novelist, for it is here that the moral
and the psychological values with which he is con-
cerned are brought out of the realm of political
prophecy into that of personalized drama.
""Nineteen Eighty-four,"' the most contemporary
novel of this year and who knows of how many
past and to come, is a great examination into and
dramatization of Lord Acton's famous apothegm,
""Power tends to corrupt and absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely."
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Though all "thinking people," as they are still
sometimes called, must by now have more than
a vague idea of the dangers which mankind runs
from modern techniques, George Orwell, like Al-
dous Huxley, feels that the more precise we are
in our apprehensions the better. Huxley's "Ape
and Essence" was in the main a warning of the
biological evils the split atom may have in store
for us; Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four speaks of
the psychological breaking-in process to which
an up-to-date dictatorship can subject non-coop-
erators.

The story is brilliantly constructed and told. Win-
ston Smith, of the Party (but not the Inner Party)
kicks against the pricks, with what results we
shall leave readers to find out for themselves. It
has become a dreadful occasion of anguish to-
day conjecturing how much torture even a saint
can put up with if the end is certainly not to be
a spectacular martyrdom - but "vaporisation.”
The less you are familiar with the idea of the
agent provocateur as an instrument of oppres-
sion and rule the more you will shudder at the
wiles used by the Ministry of Love in Mr. Or-
well's London of 1984, "chief city of Airstrip
One, Oceana." An example of the way things are
managed: Emmanuel Goldstein, the proscribed
Opposition leader, is a fiction artfully sustained
by the authorities to lure deviationists into giving
themselves away It is an instructive book; there
is a good deal of What Every Young Person
Ought to Know - not in 1984, but 1949. Mr. Or-
well's analysis of the lust for power is one of the
less satisfactory contributions to our enlighten-
ment, and he also leaves us in doubt as to how
much he means by poor Smith's "faith" in the
people (or "proles"). Smith is rather let down by
the 1984 Common Man, and yet there is some
insinuation that common humanity remains to
be extinguished.



Editorial from Life
4 July 1949

Thirty-Five Years Hence

Orwell predicts tyranny
unlimited if we don’t resist

George Ohrwell’s novel Nioeteen Eighiy-
four (pp. TH-85) is ene of the most remark-
uble books of our day. It is so good indeed
—zn artfully eontrived and mtrieate in s
pattern, so full of excitement and horror—
that there s spine danger that ils messags
will be ignored. This would be a pity, Tor the
warning which lics in Nineteen F.i'g-’:t_]';:{:ur
iz the most urgent to which the 2kh Cen-
tury can listen. It is particularly significant
becanze in this case it comes from o left-wings
er whe iz cautioning hiz fellow intelleciuals
of the left to beware lest thedr disiee 1o |:|l:]|.|-
the common man wind op in trapping him
in hopeless misery.

Yet to Americans. especially, the terrible
lefi-wing police state of 194 a= described by
Orwell may semmn like sheer fantasy, the prod-
uet of an artest™s magination. What Amer-
jeam, free to hiss a ]'i-r,aHi'irnl sl]'u'r-rh Aar write
an angry letter to his editor, can really be-
liewe in a dictator so hendishly clever, power-
hongry and oppressive, such a mating of
Hitler and Stalin, a8 Orwell’s "Big Broth-
e’ What American, reveling in a standard
of living that makes the old kings impovers
ished by comparison, ean fully coneeive of
a world so tawdry and barren in material
romiforiz ae the I:|-||r4l|,|.|:.:lrn.j'-:r:i|!|!rr| nmid in-
efficient nation of Deeania in 1954% And how
can any American feel in his bones the awfil
terrar of o worlid m which Hlll:; Hrother, his
totalitarian philozsophy and hiz omnipotent
Thought Police have squeceed man’s soul
a0 dry that he can scarcely even think ol
rebellion?

Abroad, the mezage will be more readily
understond. Liberal Germans, having lived
in & world where it waz a crime to helieve
that 4 Jew was a human being, will not be
iul'lﬂ':iﬂl"d |'.|:r a ward where asbody ia als
lowed to be a human being. Ialians whe suf-
fered Trom Mussolini's castor oil or watched
him iry to teach lLittle childeen 1o I beasts
will not have their eredulity strained by the
torbure socees in J95, ]II:IT‘:LT}' the T-vrear-old
"Bpies"” who are toapght by Big Brother 1o
turn their parents in to the Thought Pa-
lice. Behind the Irem Curtain, & the book
can ever be smogeled there, the completely
repimented and feareidden world of 1984
will mot geem strange or imaginative at all,

Even in England it will have familiar over-
tones, There 12 some doubt whether Orwell
could have writken =0 Fechingly about the
phvsical diseomforts of Oecania—the ra-
tioned clothing, the tasteless fissd, the rug-
less "Victory apartments™ and the nauseous
""l':il:'tl.lr}' p,iu"—:'l‘ e hiaad ot lived under
British austerity. Many rewders in England
will find that his book reinforees o growing
suspicion that some of the British Laborites
revel in austerity and would love to preserve
it==quxt ag the more fervent New Dealers
in the 1.5, often seemed to have the seeret
hope that the depression mentality of the
"Mk, gouree of ther power and excuse Tor
their experiments, would never end,

Even in the U5, there bave been incidents
which make the world of Orwell’s 19564 seem
like the obwvious end product of trends al.
ready at work, Some of the most et
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of the 11,5, nents of the wellre siale—
Henry Wallace being onc—have appeared
almest as remote from Uwar followers, and
it pe deterrmines] o0 remake moankind
inta o new patiern Tr'l:qnﬂ{'t.l. of man's awn
wishes, a8 Oceania’s Big Brother, The do-
pood psychology has taken some queer and
ominogz forms, There was the time, [or
cxample, when Mayor LaGuardin of New
York, batiling the bookmakers with any
weagon at hand, urgsd the aty's children to
write 1o him about any father who plaved the
horses, Gambling is often an evil, butl never
sneh an =vil we Iurnin&: babies into Tl:l-:,l-'-l.l#ll'.
Police against their parentz, whether as Spics
for a By Brother or as stool pigeons for a
[.i1_t|:|= “n_'m'i'r, The remder xlll_lull] take moki=
ihat Crwell does not exempt the 1,5, when
he writes, "By the fourth decade of the 20th
f'..rn11:|r:|.' all the main currents of I.Hﬂil:'nl[
thought were suthoritarian,”

In fact Crwell's Book i= not so notable for it
imagination as for s relentless logic. "Hi.
manilarean iq]ﬂ'l“um,” even as it has F) preers
verted in our own time, can lead us to Crwell-
iun horror, As students of the hjumr:.- aml
perils of human freedom will note, there =
nothing in Orwell’s world of 198 except the
threptz of I!nr]u.:.r carrind o thetr wullimaste
conclosion, For exnmple, the matter of the
continual, never-ending warfare which Oee-
aniy w, in 19, to the great detriment
of ite eitizens. Thiz may seem like famtmsy,
Dzt it has been known for a lang time by polit-
ical philosophers that the abeolute planned
slale, :r{'prrlku af ies 1;h|‘|;:i:r.|:||. I'|'.||;|I.:"|.'|ﬂ-.I Cakil
exist only in preparation for or in conduaet of
war. {The best layman's exposition of this
foct, Walter Lippmuann’s The Good Sociefy, ,
wis published as far back as 1936.)

There iz one other danger in Crwell™s ook,
which iz that, like all satire, it offers no alter-
native, Too many readers, fecling the physi-
cal revilsion that any sensitive man must ex-
perience when ﬁIIiH]LiIIE the Inst paragraph,
may decide that Orwell’s message is like the
one propoanded by Jonathan Swift in his
story of the Yahoos in another bitter satire
called Gulliver's Trapels—namely that men
are essentially bad and that there 5 ne hope
for the world. Thiz ia not troe. There iz a dies
fenee aguinst the world of 19%8)—againzt the
dictatars, the regimenters, the left-wing to-
talitarians, against all the ambilious men
u'hrl w:iuh (L] 1 thetr 'u.'i]! i Dl|1 . T]'II:
defenze iz simple and it can be fmpregnable.

In a muanent of rebellion the hero of Oz-
well's novel writes in his dinry, "Freedom
iz the freedom to say that two plus two make
Towr.” This s o meager deseriplion, as i1 most
be, coming from a man who hern cut ol
from the philosophy and religion of the past.
Yot it i not a bad description at that. If men
eontimos to helieve in such [acte as oan he
tested and to reverenee the spirit of truth in
secking greater knowledge, they can never
be Tully enslaved, I in addition they will
fight for their freedom to worship God, to
bowwe @ woman, to cherish an il chiild, 1o stand
up for the dignity of man and man’s human-
ity to man, then the evil world of Orwell’s
1934 can never come to pass,



